Massachusetts
CHAPTER 265. CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON
Chapter 265: Section 22A Rape of child; use of force; weapons; punishment

Section 22A. Whoever has sexual intercourse or unnatural sexual intercourse with a child under sixteen,
and compels said child to submit by force and against his will or compels said child to submit by threat of
bodily injury, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years; and
whoever over the age of eighteen commits a second or subsequent such offense shall be sentenced to the
state prison for life or for any term of years, but not less than five years; provided, however, that a
prosecution commenced under the provisions of this section shall not be placed on file or continued
without a finding.

Whoever commits any offense described in this section while armed with a firearm, rifle, shotgun,
machine gun or assault weapon shall be sentenced to the state prison for life or for any term of years, but
not less than ten years. Whoever over the age of 18 commits a second or subsequent such offense shall be
sentenced to the state prison for life or for any term of years, but not less than 20 years.

CHAPTER 265. CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON
Chapter 265: Section 23 Rape and abuse of child

Section 23. Whoever unlawfully has sexual intercourse or unnatural sexual intercourse, and abuses a child
under sixteen years of age shall, for the first offense, be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for
life or for any term of years, or, except as otherwise provided, for any term in a jail or house of correction,
and for the second or subsequent offense by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of
years, but not less than five years; provided, however, that a prosecution commenced under the provisions
of this section shall not be placed on file or continued without a finding.
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CHAPTER 265. CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON
Chapter 265: Section 24B Assault of child; intent to commit rape; weapons; punishment

Section 24B. Whoever assaults a child under sixteen with intent to commit a rape, as defined in section
thirty-nine of chapter two hundred and seventy-seven, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state
prison for life or for any term of years; and whoever over the age of eighteen commits a subsequent such
offense shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years but not less
than five years.

Whoever commits any offense described in this section while being armed with a firearm, rifle, shotgun,
machine gun or assault weapon shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any
term of years, but not less than ten years. Whoever over the age of 18 commits a second or subsequent such
offense shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years, but not less
than 15 years.
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CHAPTER 265. CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON
Chapter 265: Section 26 Kidnapping; weapons; child under age 16; punishment

Section 26. Whoever, without lawful authority, forcibly or secretly confines or imprisons another person
within this commonwealth against his will, or forcibly carries or sends such person out of this
commonwealth, or forcibly seizes and confines or inveigles or kidnaps another person, with intent either to
cause him to be secretly confined or imprisoned in this commonwealth against his will, or to cause him to
be sent out of this commonwealth against his will or in any way held to service against his will, shall be



punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than ten years or by a fine of not more than one
thousand dollars and imprisonment in jail for not more than two years. Whoever commits any offence
described in this section with the intent to extort money or other valuable thing thereby shall be punished
by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years.

Whoever commits any offense described in this section while armed with a firearm, rifle, shotgun,
machine gun or assault weapon shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than ten
years or in the house of correction for not more than two and one-half years. The provisions of the
preceding sentence shall not apply to the parent of a child under 18 years of age who takes custody of such
child. Whoever commits such offense described in this section while being armed with a firearm, rifle,
shotgun, machine gun or assault weapon with the intent to extort money or other valuable thing thereby
shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life or for any term of years but not less than 20
years.

Whoever commits any offense described in this section while armed with a dangerous weapon and inflicts
serious bodily injury thereby upon another person or who sexually assaults such person shall be punished
by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than 25 years. For purposes of this paragraph the term
""serious bodily injury" shall mean bodily injury which results in a permanent disfigurement, protracted
loss or impairment of a bodily function, limb or organ or substantial risk of death. For purposes of this
paragraph, the term ""sexual assault" shall mean the commission of any act set forth in sections 13B, 13F,
13H, 22, 22A, 23, 24 or 24B.

Whoever, without lawful authority, forcibly or secretly confines or imprisons a child under the age of 16
within the commonwealth against his will or forcibly carries or sends such person out of the
commonwealth or forcibly seizes and confines or inveigles or kidnaps a child under the age of 16 with the
intent either to cause him to be secretly confined or imprisoned in the commonwealth against his will or to
cause him to be sent out of the commonwealth against his will or in any way held to service against his
will, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 15 years. The provisions of
the preceding sentence shall not apply to the parent of a child under 16 years of age who takes custody of
such child.

CHAPTER 265. CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON
Chapter 265: Section 26A Kidnapping of minor or incompetent by relative; punishment

Section 26A. Whoever, being a relative of a child less than eighteen years old, without lawful authority,
holds or intends to hold such a child permanently or for a protracted period, or takes or entices such a child
from his lawful custodian, or takes or entices from lawful custody any incompetent person or other person
entrusted by authority of law to the custody of another person or institution shall be punished by
imprisonment in the house of correction for not more than one year or by a fine of up to one thousand
dollars, or both. Whoever commits any offense described in this section by taking or holding said child
outside the commonwealth or under circumstances which expose the person taken or enticed from lawful
custody to a risk which endangers his safety shall be punished by a fine of not more than five thousand
dollars, or by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than five years, or by both such fine and
imprisonment.
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Chapter 265: Section 26C Definition of ""entice"; enticement of child under age 16; punishment

Section 26C. (a) As used in this section, the term
incite, solicit, coax or invite.

entice" shall mean to lure, induce, persuade, tempt,

(b) Any one who entices a child under the age of 16, or someone he believes to be a child under the age of
16, to enter, exit or remain within any vehicle, dwelling, building, or other outdoor space with the intent
that he or another person will violate section 13B, 13F, 13H, 22, 22A, 23, 24 or 24B of chapter 265,
section 4A, 16, 28, 29, 29A, 29B, 29C, 35A, 53 or 53A of chapter 272, or any offense that has as an



element the use or attempted use of force, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not
more than 5 years, or in the house of correction for not more than 21/2 years, or by both imprisonment and
a fine of not more than $5,000.

CHAPTER 265. CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON
Chapter 265: Section 44 Coercion of child under eighteen into criminal conspiracy; penalties

Section 44. Whoever commits an assault and battery on a child under the age of eighteen for the purpose
of causing or coercing such child to join or participate in a criminal conspiracy in violation of section seven
of chapter two hundred and seventy-four, including but not limited to a criminal street gang or other
organization of three or more persons which has a common name, identifying sign or symbol and whose
members individually or collectively engage in criminal activity, shall, for the first offense, be punished by
imprisonment in the state prison for not less than three nor more than five years or by imprisonment in the
house of correction for not more than two and one-half years; and for a second or subsequent offense by
imprisonment in the state prison for not less than five nor more than ten years.




