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15-11-2.  
As used in this chapter, the term:  
(1) 'Adult' means any individual who is not a child under the definition in paragraph (2) of this Code 
section.  
(1.1) 'Biological father' means the male who impregnated the biological mother resulting in the birth of the 
child.  
(2) 'Child' means any individual who is:  
(A) Under the age of 17 years;  
(B) Under the age of 21 years, who committed an act of delinquency before reaching the age of 17 years, 
and who has been placed under the supervision of the court or on probation to the court; or 
(C) Under the age of 18 years, if alleged to be a 'deprived child' or a 'status offender' as defined by this 
Code section.  
(3) 'Community rehabilitation center' means a rehabilitation and custodial center established within a 
county for the purpose of assisting in the rehabilitation of delinquent and unruly children in a 
neighborhood and family environment in cooperation with community educational, medical, and social 
agencies, which center meets the following requirements:  
(A) Is located within any county having a juvenile court presided over by at least one full-time judge 
exercising jurisdiction exclusively over juvenile matters; and 
(B) Is operated by a nonprofit corporation organized under Chapter 3 of Title 14, the 'Georgia Nonprofit 
Corporation Code,' and has a full-time chief executive officer. The charter, bylaws, and method of 
selecting the board of directors and chief executive officer of such nonprofit corporation shall be subject to 
the unanimous approval of the chief judge of the judicial circuit in which the county is located, the judge or 
judges of the juvenile court, the superintendent of the county school district, and the commissioner of 
corrections, which approval shall be in writing and shall be appended to the charter and bylaws of the 
nonprofit organization. Any amendment of the charter or bylaws of the nonprofit corporation shall be 
subject to the same written approval as the original charter and bylaws.  
(4) 'Court' or 'juvenile court' means the court exercising jurisdiction over juvenile matters.  
(4.1) 'Criminal justice purposes' means the performance of any activity directly involving the investigation, 
detection, apprehension, detention, pretrial release, post-trial release, prosecution, adjudication, 
correctional supervision, or rehabilitation of children or adults who are accused of, convicted of, or 
charged with crimes or the collection, storage, and dissemination of criminal history record information.  
(5) 'Custodian' means:  
(A) A person, other than a parent or legal guardian, who stands in loco parentis to the child or a person to 
whom legal custody of the child has been given by order of a court; or 
(B) A public or private agency or other private organization licensed or otherwise authorized by law to 
receive and provide care for a child to which legal custody of the child has been given by order of a court.  
(6) 'Delinquent act' means:  
(A) An act designated a crime by the laws of this state, or by the laws of another state if the act occurred in 
that state, under federal laws, or by local ordinance, and the crime does not fall under subparagraph (C) of 
paragraph (12) of this Code section and is not a juvenile traffic offense as defined in Code Section 15-11-
73;  
(B) The act of disobeying the terms of supervision contained in a court order which has been directed to a 
child who has been adjudged to have committed a delinquent act; or 
(C) Failing to appear as required by a citation issued with regard to a violation of Code Section 3-3-23.  
(7) 'Delinquent child' means a child who has committed a delinquent act and is in need of treatment or 
rehabilitation.  
(8) 'Deprived child' means a child who:  
(A) Is without proper parental care or control, subsistence, education as required by law, or other care or 
control necessary for the child´s physical, mental, or emotional health or morals;  
(B) Has been placed for care or adoption in violation of law;  
(C) Has been abandoned by his or her parents or other legal custodian; or 
(D) Is without a parent, guardian, or custodian.  



No child who in good faith is being treated solely by spiritual means through prayer in accordance with the 
tenets and practices of a recognized church or religious denomination by a duly accredited practitioner 
thereof shall, for that reason alone, be considered to be a 'deprived child.'  
(8.1) 'Identification data' means the fingerprints, name, race, sex, date of birth, and any other unique 
identifiers of the child.  
(9) 'Judge' means judge or judges of the court exercising jurisdiction over juvenile matters. Such term shall 
not mean or include an associate juvenile court judge or associate juvenile court traffic judge unless 
specifically so stated.  
(10) 'Juvenile court intake officer' means the juvenile court judge, associate juvenile court judge, court 
service worker, or person employed as a juvenile probation or intake officer designated by the juvenile 
court judge or, where there is none, the superior court judge, which person is on duty for the purpose of 
determining whether any child taken into custody should be released or detained and, if detained, the 
appropriate place of detention. Each superior or juvenile court judge shall provide for one of the above 
persons to be on duty or on call as an intake officer during each 24 hour period.  
(10.1) 'Legal father' means a male who:  
(A) Has legally adopted a child;  
(B) Was married to the biological mother of that child at the time the child was conceived or was born, 
unless such paternity was disproved by a final order pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 7 of Title 19;  
(C) Married the legal mother of the child after the child was born and recognized the child as his own, 
unless such paternity was disproved by a final order pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 7 of Title 19;  
(D) Has been determined to be the father by a final paternity order pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 7 of 
Title 19; or 
(E) Has legitimated the child by a final order pursuant to Code Section 19-7-22 
and who has not surrendered or had terminated his rights to the child.  
(10.2) 'Legal mother' means the female who is the biological or adoptive mother of the child and who has 
not surrendered or had terminated her rights to the child.  
(10.3) 'Parent' means either the legal father or the legal mother of the child.  
(10.4) 'Putative father registry' means the registry established and maintained pursuant to subsections (d) 
and (e) of Code Section 19-11-9.  
(10.5) 'Shelter care' means:  
(A) A licensed foster home or home approved by the court which may be a public or private home or the 
home of the noncustodial parent or a relative; or 
(B) A facility operated by a licensed child welfare agency.  
(11) 'Status offender' means a child who is charged with or adjudicated of an offense which would not be a 
crime if it were committed by an adult, in other words, an act which is only an offense because of the 
perpetrator´s status as a child. Such offenses shall include, but are not limited to, truancy, running away 
from home, incorrigibility, and unruly behavior.  
(12) 'Unruly child' means a child who:  
(A) While subject to compulsory school attendance is habitually and without justification truant from 
school;  
(B) Is habitually disobedient of the reasonable and lawful commands of his or her parent, guardian, or 
other custodian and is ungovernable;  
(C) Has committed an offense applicable only to a child;  
(D) Without just cause and without the consent of his or her parent or legal custodian deserts his or her 
home or place of abode;  
(E) Wanders or loiters about the streets of any city, or in or about any highway or any public place, 
between the hours of 12:00 Midnight and 5:00 A.M.;  
(F) Disobeys the terms of supervision contained in a court order which has been directed to such child, 
who has been adjudicated unruly; or 
(G) Patronizes any bar where alcoholic beverages are being sold, unaccompanied by such child´s parents, 
guardian, or custodian, or possesses alcoholic beverages; and 
(H) In any of the foregoing, is in need of supervision, treatment, or rehabilitation; or 
(I) Has committed a delinquent act and is in need of supervision, but not of treatment or rehabilitation.  
*************************************************************************** 
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(a) The center shall:  
(1) Obtain and file fingerprints, descriptions, photographs, and any other pertinent identifying data on 
persons who:  
(A) Have been or are hereafter arrested or taken into custody in this state:  
(i) For an offense which is a felony;  
(ii) For an offense which is a misdemeanor or a violation of an ordinance involving burglary tools, 
commercial gambling, dealing in gambling devices, contributing to the delinquency of a child, dealing in 
stolen property, dangerous drugs, marijuana, narcotics, firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives, 
pandering, prostitution, sex offenses where children are victims, or worthless checks;  
(iii) For an offense charged as disorderly conduct but which relates to an act connected with one or more of 
the offenses under division (ii) of this subparagraph;  
(iv) As a fugitive from justice; or 
(v) For any other offense designated by the Attorney General;  
(B) Are or become career criminals, well-known offenders, or habitual offenders;  
(C) Are currently or become confined to any prison, penitentiary, or other penal institution;  
(D) Are unidentified human corpses found in this state; or 
(E) Are children who are charged with an offense that if committed by an adult would be a felony or are 
children whose cases are transferred from a juvenile court to another court for prosecution;  
(2) Compare all fingerprint and other identifying data received with those already on file and, whether or 
not a criminal record is found for a person, at once inform the requesting agency or arresting officer of 
such facts as may be disseminated consistent with applicable security and privacy laws and regulations. A 
log shall be maintained of all disseminations made of each individual criminal history including at least the 
date and recipient of such information;  
(3) Provide a uniform crime reporting system for the periodic collection, analysis, and reporting of crimes 
reported to and otherwise processed by any and all law enforcement agencies within the state, as defined 
and provided for in this article;  
(4) Periodically conduct audits of crime reporting practices of criminal justice agencies to ensure 
compliance with the standards of national and state uniform crime reporting systems and to ensure 
reporting of criminal arrests, dispositions, and custodial information;  
(5) Develop, operate, and maintain an information system which will support the collection, storage, 
retrieval, and dissemination of all crime and offender data described in this article consistent with those 
principles of scope, security, and responsiveness prescribed by this article;  
(6) Cooperate with all criminal justice agencies within the state in providing those forms, procedures, 
standards, and related training assistance necessary for the uniform operation of the center;  
(7) Offer assistance and, when practicable, instruction to all criminal justice agencies in establishing 
efficient local records systems;  
(8) Compile statistics on the nature and extent of crime in the state and compile other data related to 
planning for and operating criminal justice agencies, provided that such statistics do not identify persons, 
and make available all such statistical information obtained to the Governor, the General Assembly, and 
any other governmental agencies whose primary responsibilities include the planning, development, or 
execution of crime reduction programs. Access to such information by the latter governmental agencies 
will be on an individual, written request basis wherein must be demonstrated a need to know, the intent of 
any analyses, dissemination of such analyses, and any security provisions deemed necessary by the center;  
(9) Periodically publish statistics, no less frequently than annually, that do not identify persons, agencies, 
corporations, or other legal entities and report such information to the Governor, the General Assembly, 
state and local criminal justice agencies, and the general public. Such information shall accurately reflect 
the level and nature of crime in the state and the operations in general of the different types of agencies 
within the criminal justice system;  
(10) Make available, upon request, to all local and state criminal justice agencies, all federal criminal 
justice agencies, and criminal justice agencies in other states any information in the files of the center 
which will aid these agencies in the performance of their official duties. For this purpose the center shall 
operate on a 24 hour basis, seven days a week. Such information when authorized by the council may also 
be made available to any other agency of the state or political subdivision of the state and to any other 
federal agency upon assurance by the agency concerned that the information is to be used for official 
purposes only in the prevention or detection of crime or the apprehension of criminal offenders;  



(11) Cooperate with other agencies of the state, the crime information agencies of other states, and the 
Uniform Crime Reports and National Crime Information Center systems of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in developing and conducting an interstate, national, and international system of criminal 
identification, records, and statistics;  
(12) Provide the administrative mechanisms and procedures necessary to respond to those individuals who 
file requests to view their own records as provided for in this article and to cooperate in the correction of 
the central center records and those of contributing agencies when their accuracy has been successfully 
challenged either through the related contributing agencies or by court order issued on behalf of the 
individual;  
(13) Institute the necessary measures in the design, implementation, and continued operation of the 
criminal justice information system to ensure the privacy and security of the system. This will include 
establishing complete control over use and access of the system and restricting its integral resources and 
facilities to those either possessed or procured and controlled by criminal justice agencies as defined in this 
article. Such security measures must meet standards to be set by the council as well as those set by the 
nationally operated systems for interstate sharing of information;  
(14) Provide availability, by means of data processing, to files listing motor vehicle drivers´ license 
numbers, motor vehicle registration numbers, wanted and stolen motor vehicles, outstanding warrants, 
identifiable stolen property, and such other files as may be of general assistance to criminal justice 
agencies; and 
(15) Receive and process fingerprints from the Supreme Court of Georgia Office of Bar Admissions for the 
purpose of determining whether or not an applicant for admission to the State Bar of Georgia has a 
criminal record. The processing shall include submission of fingerprints to the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation and the Federal Bureau of Investigation for comparison to each of their respective files and 
data bases.  
(b) Criminal justice agencies shall furnish upon written request and without charge to any local fire 
department in this state a copy, processed under purpose code 'E', of the criminal history record 
information of an applicant for employment.  
(c) The provisions of this article notwithstanding, information and records of children shall only be 
inspected and disclosed as provided in Code Sections 15-11-82 and 15-11-83. Such records and 
information shall be destroyed according to the procedures outlined in Code Sections 15-11-79.2 and 15-
11-81.  
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19-7-5.  
(a) The purpose of this Code section is to provide for the protection of children whose health and welfare 
are adversely affected and further threatened by the conduct of those responsible for their care and 
protection. It is intended that the mandatory reporting of such cases will cause the protective services of the 
state to be brought to bear on the situation in an effort to prevent further abuses, to protect and enhance the 
welfare of these children, and to preserve family life wherever possible. This Code section shall be 
liberally construed so as to carry out the purposes thereof.  
(b) As used in this Code section, the term:  
(1) 'Abused' means subjected to child abuse.  
(2) 'Child' means any person under 18 years of age.  
(3) "Child abuse" means:  
(A) Physical injury or death inflicted upon a child by a parent or caretaker thereof by other than accidental 
means; provided, however, physical forms of discipline may be used as long as there is no physical injury 
to the child;  
(B) Neglect or exploitation of a child by a parent or caretaker thereof;  
(C) Sexual abuse of a child; or 
(D) Sexual exploitation of a child.  
However, no child who in good faith is being treated solely by spiritual means through prayer in 
accordance with the tenets and practices of a recognized church or religious denomination by a duly 
accredited practitioner thereof shall, for that reason alone, be considered to be an 'abused' child.  
(3.1) 'Sexual abuse' means a person´s employing, using, persuading, inducing, enticing, or coercing any 
minor who is not that person´s spouse to engage in any act which involves:  



(A) Sexual intercourse, including genital-genital, oral-genital, anal-genital, or oral-anal, whether between 
persons of the same or opposite sex;  
(B) Bestiality;  
(C) Masturbation;  
(D) Lewd exhibition of the genitals or pubic area of any person;  
(E) Flagellation or torture by or upon a person who is nude;  
(F) Condition of being fettered, bound, or otherwise physically restrained on the part of a person who is 
nude;  
(G) Physical contact in an act of apparent sexual stimulation or gratification with any person´s clothed or 
unclothed genitals, pubic area, or buttocks or with a female´s clothed or unclothed breasts;  
(H) Defecation or urination for the purpose of sexual stimulation; or 
(I) Penetration of the vagina or rectum by any object except when done as part of a recognized medical 
procedure.  
'Sexual abuse' shall not include consensual sex acts involving persons of the opposite sex when the sex acts 
are between minors or between a minor and an adult who is not more than five years older than the minor. 
This provision shall not be deemed or construed to repeal any law concerning the age or capacity to 
consent.  
(4) 'Sexual exploitation' means conduct by a child´s parent or caretaker who allows, permits, encourages, or 
requires that child to engage in:  
(A) Prostitution, as defined in Code Section 16-6-9; or 
(B) Sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of producing any visual or print medium depicting such 
conduct, as defined in Code Section 16-12-100.  
(c)(1) The following persons having reasonable cause to believe that a child has been abused shall report or 
cause reports of that abuse to be made as provided in this Code section:  
(A) Physicians licensed to practice medicine, interns, or residents;  
(B) Hospital or medical personnel;  
(C) Dentists;  
(D) Licensed psychologists and persons participating in internships to obtain licensing pursuant to Chapter 
39 of Title 43;  
(E) Podiatrists;  
(F) Registered professional nurses or licensed practical nurses licensed pursuant to Chapter 24 of Title 43;  
(G) Professional counselors, social workers, or marriage and family therapists licensed pursuant to Chapter 
10A of Title 43;  
(H) School teachers;  
(I) School administrators;  
(J) School guidance counselors, visiting teachers, school social workers, or school psychologists certified 
pursuant to Chapter 2 of Title 20;  
(K) Child welfare agency personnel, as that agency is defined pursuant to Code Section 49-5-12;  
(L) Child-counseling personnel;  
(M) Child service organization personnel; or 
(N) Law enforcement personnel.  
(2) If a person is required to report abuse pursuant to this subsection because that person attends to a child 
pursuant to such person´s duties as a member of the staff of a hospital, school, social agency, or similar 
facility, that person shall notify the person in charge of the facility, or the designated delegate thereof, and 
the person so notified shall report or cause a report to be made in accordance with this Code section. A 
staff member who makes a report to the person designated pursuant to this paragraph shall be deemed to 
have fully complied with this subsection.  
(d) Any other person, other than one specified in subsection (c) of this Code section, who has reasonable 
cause to believe that a child is abused may report or cause reports to be made as provided in this Code 
section.  
(e) An oral report shall be made as soon as possible by telephone or otherwise and followed by a report in 
writing, if requested, to a child welfare agency providing protective services, as designated by the 
Department of Human Resources, or, in the absence of such agency, to an appropriate police authority or 
district attorney. If a report of child abuse is made to the child welfare agency or independently discovered 
by the agency, and the agency has reasonable cause to believe such report is true or the report contains any 



allegation or evidence of child abuse, then the agency shall immediately notify the appropriate police 
authority or district attorney. Such reports shall contain the names and addresses of the child and the 
child´s parents or caretakers, if known, the child´s age, the nature and extent of the child´s injuries, 
including any evidence of previous injuries, and any other information that the reporting person believes 
might be helpful in establishing the cause of the injuries and the identity of the perpetrator. Photographs of 
the child´s injuries to be used as documentation in support of allegations by hospital staff, physicians, law 
enforcement personnel, school officials, or staff of legally mandated public or private child protective 
agencies may be taken without the permission of the child´s parent or guardian; provided, however, that 
any photograph taken pursuant to this Code section shall, if reasonably possible, be taken in a manner 
which shall not reveal the identity of the subject. Such photograph shall be made available as soon as 
possible to the chief welfare agency providing protective services and to the appropriate police authority.  
(f) Any person or persons, partnership, firm, corporation, association, hospital, or other entity participating 
in the making of a report or causing a report to be made to a child welfare agency providing protective 
services or to an appropriate police authority pursuant to this Code section or any other law or participating 
in any judicial proceeding or any other proceeding resulting therefrom shall in so doing be immune from 
any civil or criminal liability that might otherwise be incurred or imposed, provided such participation 
pursuant to this Code section or any other law is made in good faith. Any person making a report, whether 
required by this Code section or not, shall be immune from liability as provided in this subsection.  
(g) Suspected child abuse which is required to be reported by any person pursuant to this Code section 
shall be reported notwithstanding that the reasonable cause to believe such abuse has occurred or is 
occurring is based in whole or in part upon any communication to that person which is otherwise made 
privileged or confidential by law.  
(h) Any person or official required by subsection (c) of this Code section to report a suspected case of child 
abuse who knowingly and willfully fails to do so shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  
(i) A report of child abuse or information relating thereto and contained in such report, when provided to a 
law enforcement agency or district attorney pursuant to subsection (e) of this Code section or pursuant to 
Code Section 49-5-41, shall not be subject to public inspection under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 
even though such report or information is contained in or part of closed records compiled for law 
enforcement or prosecution purposes unless:  
(1) There is a criminal or civil court proceeding which has been initiated based in whole or in part upon the 
facts regarding abuse which are alleged in the child abuse reports and the person or entity seeking to 
inspect such records provides clear and convincing evidence of such proceeding; or 
(2) The superior court in the county in which is located the office of the law enforcement agency or district 
attorney which compiled the records containing such reports, after application for inspection and a hearing 
on the issue, shall permit inspection of such records by or release of information from such records to 
individuals or entities who are engaged in legitimate research for educational, scientific, or public purposes 
and who comply with the provisions of this paragraph. When those records are located in more than one 
county, the application may be made to the superior court of any one of such counties. A copy of any 
application authorized by this paragraph shall be served on the office of the law enforcement agency or 
district attorney which compiled the records containing such reports. In cases where the location of the 
records is unknown to the applicant, the application may be made to the Superior Court of Fulton County. 
The superior court to which an application is made shall not grant the application unless:  
(A) The application includes a description of the proposed research project, including a specific statement 
of the information required, the purpose for which the project requires that information, and a methodology 
to assure the information is not arbitrarily sought;  
(B) The applicant carries the burden of showing the legitimacy of the research project; and 
(C) Names and addresses of individuals, other than officials, employees, or agents of agencies receiving or 
investigating a report of abuse which is the subject of a report, shall be deleted from any information 
released pursuant to this subsection unless the court determines that having the names and addresses open 
for review is essential to the research and the child, through his or her representative, gives permission to 
release the information.  
*************************************************************************** 
16-12-100.2.  
(a) This Code section shall be known and may be cited as the 'Computer Pornography and Child 
Exploitation Prevention Act of 1999.'  



(b) As used in this Code section, the term:  
(1) 'Child' means any person under the age of 16 years.  
(2) 'Identifiable child' means a person:  
(A) Who was a child at the time the visual depiction was created, adapted, or modified or whose image as a 
child was used in creating, adapting, or modifying the visual depiction; and 
(B) Who is recognizable as an actual person by the person´s face, likeness, or other distinguishing 
characteristic, such as a unique birthmark or other recognizable feature or by electronic or scientific means 
as may be available.  
The term shall not be construed to require proof of the actual identity of the child.  
(3) 'Sadomasochistic abuse' has the same meaning as provided in Code Section 16-12-100.1.  
(4) 'Sexual conduct' has the same meaning as provided in Code Section 16-12-100.1.  
(5) 'Sexual excitement' has the same meaning as provided in Code Section 16-12-100.1.  
(6) 'Sexually explicit nudity' has the same meaning as provided in Code Section 16-12-102.  
(7) 'Visual depiction' means any image and includes undeveloped film and video tape and data stored on 
computer disk or by electronic means which is capable of conversion into a visual image or which has been 
created, adapted, or modified to show an identifiable child engaged in sexually explicit conduct.  
(c)(1) A person commits the offense of computer pornography if such person intentionally or willfully:  
(A) Compiles, enters into, or transmits by means of computer;  
(B) Makes, prints, publishes, or reproduces by other computerized means;  
(C) Causes or allows to be entered into or transmitted by means of computer; or 
(D) Buys, sells, receives, exchanges, or disseminates 
any notice, statement, or advertisement, or any child´s name, telephone number, place of residence, 
physical characteristics, or other descriptive or identifying information for the purpose of offering or 
soliciting sexual conduct of or with an identifiable child or the visual depiction of such conduct.  
(2) Any person convicted of violating paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than $10,000.00 and by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than 20 years.  
(d)(1) It shall be unlawful for any person intentionally or willfully to utilize a computer on-line service or 
Internet service, including but not limited to a local bulletin board service, Internet chat room, e-mail, or 
on-line messaging service to seduce, solicit, lure, or entice, or attemýÿÿÿ 
pt to seduce, solicit, lure, or entice a child or another person believed by such person to be a child to 
commit any illegal act described in Code Section 16-6-2, relating to the offense of sodomy or aggravated 
sodomy; Code Section 16-6-4, relating to the offense of child molestation or aggravated child molestation; 
Code Section 16-6-5, relating to the offense of enticing a child for indecent purposes; or Code Section 16-
6-8, relating to the offense of public indecency or to engage in any conduct that by its nature is an unlawful 
sexual offense against a child.  
(2) Any person who violates paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than 20 years and by 
a fine of not more than $25,000.00; provided, however, that, if at the time of the offense the victim was 14 
or 15 years of age and the defendant was no more than three years older than the victim, then the defendant 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.  
(e)(1) A person commits the offense of obscene Internet contact with a child if he or she has contact with 
someone he or she knows to be a child or with someone he or she believes to be a child via a computer on-
line service or Internet service, including but not limited to a local bulletin board service, Internet chat 
room, e-mail, or on-line messaging service, and the contact involves any matter containing explicit verbal 
descriptions or narrative accounts of sexually explicit nudity, sexual conduct, sexual excitement, or 
sadomasochistic abuse that is intended to arouse or satisfy the sexual desire of either the child or the 
person, provided that no conviction shall be had for a violation of this subsection on the unsupported 
testimony of a child.  
(2) Any person who violates paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than ten years or by a 
fine of not more than $10,000.00; provided, however, that, if at the time of the offense the victim was 14 or 
15 years of age and the defendant was no more than three years older than the victim, then the defendant 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.  
(f)(1) It shall be unlawful for any owner or operator of a computer on-line service, Internet service, or local 
bulletin board service intentionally or willfully to permit a subscriber to utilize the service to commit a 



violation of this Code section, knowing that such person intended to utilize such service to violate this 
Code section. No owner or operator of a public computer on-line service, Internet service, or local bulletin 
board service shall be held liable on account of any action taken in good faith in providing the 
aforementioned services.  
(2) Any person who violates paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high 
and aggravated nature.  
(g) The sole fact that an undercover operative or law enforcement officer was involved in the detection and 
investigation of an offense under this Code section shall not constitute a defense to prosecution under this 
Code section.  
(h) A person is subject to prosecution in this state pursuant to Code Section 17-2-1, relating to jurisdiction 
over crimes and persons charged with commission of crimes generally, for any conduct made unlawful by 
this Code section which the person engages in while either within or outside of this state if, by such 
conduct, the person commits a violation of this Code section which involves a child who resides in this 
state or another person believed by such person to be a child residing in this state.  
(i) Any violation of this Code section shall constitute a separate offense.  
 


